
2014 Tribute to my Child and/or Teacher 

Dear Friends,  

As I prepare for our fourth season at Tribute National Talent, I once again reflect on how our children have truly 

impacted our lives in such a meaningful way.  We see them grow up very quickly and each moment is a memory that 

lives in our hearts forever.  As a father there are so many words that come to mind when thinking of my son and 

daughter.  The love that we share is so special and brings such joy and happiness to my life.  As parents we want our 

children to understand the importance of unconditional love and to let them know how proud we are of them for 

everything they accomplish.   

As many of you know, I present an award at all my events called the “Tribute to my Parents Award”. This award 

allows a dancer to give a story about their parents and how much they have done for them as they grow as a dancer. 

As I did in the first two seasons, I am turning this around for something special that again is not related to 

competition, rather as a way to share gratitude and love with others.  

For the 3rd year I am inviting parents to write essays about their children for the “Tribute to my Child Award”.  This 

can be written about any dancer of any age for parents to share their feelings about their child.  You think of so many 

times you have watched your child and tears of joy begin to flow because you are so proud of them. As parents we 

are very proud of our children and there are so many things we can say about how they have meant so much to us. 

Once again you have an opportunity to sit down and write your feelings in an essay about your child and their journey 

as a dancer and how over the years they have touched your hearts.  

**NEW** I have truly been blessed to meet some of the most amazing dance teachers over my career.  Over those 

years I have seen firsthand the love and appreciation that they share with each and every one of their students and 

their parents.  Hearing stories of how a dance teacher is truly like family and how they touch the lives of others.  A 

dance teacher does more than teach an art, they are mentors and leaders and have a huge impact on our kids in many 

ways.  So this year I am adding the “Tribute to my Teacher Award”.  I am opening this up not only for dancers but for 

the parents as well to write essays.  I think these stories will enable us to read about how dance teachers truly make a 

difference in more ways than just one.  Writing down words from your heart is very special because it opens up your 

mind to share your personal feelings of how you truly feel about someone.   I am looking forward to reading these 

essays and sharing with everyone a story of a special dance teacher as well. 

The essays can be sent to me via email at darin@tributetodance.com. Please include the name of the dancer and age 

or teachers name you are writing about, your name and the name of the studio.  You can see our past winners and 

their stories on our website by clicking the link Tribute to our Child or Teacher.  As a special gift, Tribute will present a 

$250 cash award to the dancers family and one to the winning teacher.   I will also have a beautiful commemorative 

plaque made that will be a visible sign of this special award to remember this occasion for many years.   The winners 

will be announced in December as we approach Christmas. 

In closing, I want to personally say thank you to everyone who has sent in essays over the last 3 years.  I hope you 

know how much these personal stories have impacted my life and I cherish each one of them.  I know my father 

would be very proud of me for taking just a moment to provide an outlet for others to share the love and gratitude 

they have in their hearts.                                                                                                                                                                

 I look forward to receiving so many wonderful essays and thank you so much in advance for sharing your feelings,  

 


